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THE HAMILTON MANUSCRIPTS. 

(Continued.) 



The second brother, Aechibald, married first to* * * then Rachel Carmichael, daughter 
to one named by his lands * who was of great account in hia time, whose eldest son was Lord 
Carmichael,'' and whose family still flourishes in Scotland, She proved a very virtuous woman, and 
good mother to his numeroiis family, and lived in widowhood all her life thereafter, and died of a 
great age ; she bore twenty-two children * sons and * * daughters, whereof six sons 
came to be men, viz., John, James,*' Archibald, Gawin,*^ William, and Kobert, and his daughter 
Janet lived to a good age ; — of those more particularly afterward. This gentleman was really 
eminent for wisdom, piety, dexterity in his calling, and that, by God's blessing upon his honest 
endeavours, he purchas'd a good estate, partly in Scotland,*" and partly in Ireland ; lived to a great 
age, and died much lamented. 

The thbrd brother, Gawin, (as has been sayd)^ was bred unto and followed merchandise with great 
industry and success. He married Helen Dunlop, of a family then and now in good account in the 
same parish, whereof Hans was * and had by her two sons, Archibald, and James, and two 
daughters, Jane and Helen, — of whom afterwards. He died by water near Colrain, using some 
means in a coag boat for guiding out his three ships over the Bar of Colrain. There were two ship- 
men with him, whereof one died with him in the overturning of the boat, and the other was saved 
by swimming. He died under thirty years of age, and was creditably buried in the church of Col- 
rain, with great lamentation, partly on account of the accident, and partly that he was a very oblig- 
ing and thriving gentleman, and likely to have been very beneficial to all that place. 

The fourth brother, John, married Sarah Brabson, ^ of a creditable family, and had children by her 
which came to age, Hans, James, and Francis, sons, and Mary, and Helen, daughters, — of whom more 
in due time. He was a prudent person, and painfull man ; lived to a good age, and died, much la- 



• See note to page 75, ante- of the present Right Hon. Frederick Temple, Baron 

*i Sir James Carmichael, Bart., of Hyndford, repre- Dufferin and Claneboye, in the peerage of Ireland, and 

sentative of that ancient family, was created a peer of Baron Clandeboye in the peerage of Great Britain 

Scotland, as Baron Carmichael, with remainder, fail- d of KiUileacrh Castle, in the county of Down, ances- 

iHg his direct descendants, to his male heirs whatever, tor of the present Archibald Rowan Hamilton, E?q. 

27th Dec, 1647. He died in 1672, and was succeeded « At Halcraiv, or Barrage, in the county of Lanark, 

by his grandson John, 2d Lord Carmichael, who was <"At pai;e 73, ante. 

created Earl of Hyndford on 25th June, 1701. — Burke's B^Bauffhter of Sir Anthony Brabazon, of BftHinasloe, in 

Extinct Peerages^ p. 721. the county ot Roscommon, knight, governor of Connaught. 
*= Of Neilsbrook, in the county of Antrim, the ancestor 
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mented and beloved of all that knew him ; was laid in a vault at the church of Mullaghbrack, in ye 
county of Armagh, which he had prepared for himself and family. ** 

The fifth brother, William, married^ * Melvill, daughter to Sir John Melville, in Tsle-a- 
Kail, and had children by her, James,^ John, Hans, and William, Ursula, and * * He 



h Oa the 4th of Decembpr, 1639. At page 76 antey it is 
stated that he was employed by his eldest brother Sir 
James Hamilton, " in agenting of his law affairs for a 
time." The following letter was written by him whilst 
he was so employed :— 

" S' I have receaved your letters which you sent me 
by Anthonye, and according to your direction I cam to 
Dublin with the best speed that I could, but as yet 
cannot make any agreement for St. Mary Abay» for that 
no parcells of it is past : neither had they fully eondis- 
sendit what parcells to pas by reason of som differances 
of the opinion of Mr. Delahyd and Mr. Recorder, and of 
Sr Francis Anneslye, and Sr James Carroll's business, 
in other affayres that could not attend it. Notheles they 
have now resolved by God's grace to pass the grant, and 
to dispose of it betor S' Francis com for England, if 
they can conveniently do it, but howsoever to pas it, 
for w;hich purpose I mynd to attend here till that be 
effected, but since my coming we could not meet with 
one that would buy the whole and pas it, nor yet your 
half of it, but syndry would buy particular parcells when 
it is past. As for Plarye, Mr. Croe did enter his suit 
as you wrote, but proceeded no further, he being con- 
tent himself to forbear it, and the state of that matter 
being made known to the Judges, and that you were ab- 
sent to whom the right did belong, who also had the 
writings and evidences that might clear that matter 
with yourself, they thought fitt that it should be de ■ 
ferred till your coming, which both Justice Sibthorpe 
and the rest of your friends have thought was the best 
course, and X could not see any disadvantage to you in 
it, and therefore let it rest so, but yet had regard that 
he should not proceed any further — and now since the 
receipt of your letters we have had som conference with 
Mf Croe, concerning the purches, but as yet he is not 
com neer to the least that you demand by more nor a 
fourth part, and withall doeth seek syndry clauses of 
warrandyse of any thing don by S' Francis and his 
Ladye, which we will not meddle with ; but he hath 
promised to-morrowto give us his absolut answer, there- 
upon we shall follow that course that we shall think 
shall be best for your benefit, and advertise you with the 
best speed that we may; for if we do not agree with him, 
we shall trye what we can do with others,— As for 
Anthonye, befor my coming from Clanchie, I brought 
all your tennants befor him, shewing both to, him and 
them what was due by every of them, which they 
promised to pay him with all the haste that they 
could, praying to forbear them for som short time that 
they might sell some of their commodities atsomefaires 
which were near, and then they would pay him ; so he 
is collecting of it with the best speed that he may to 
bring it to Mr. Croe, which I hope he shall do ver^ 
shortlie ; but in truth money is very scarce in this 
country. I hear also that Patrick Shawe* is come to 
Bangor to receave the rents due there. My cousin 



Bayley hath sent the letter herewith enclosed to Mrs. 
Bayley. He hath been verjp" desirous to com over befor 
this tym but hath not got his land passed as yet, altho 
now he hath taken a course of it, as also the money was 
very scarce here, so that he could not com in that sort 
that he thought was fitting, but now he hath made him- 
self ready to come over before the end of this month, 
God willing, and doth intreat you to cause delyver this 
letter to her, and of yourself to excuse his stay here, 
which he could not help. I have sent the household fur- 
niture that my Lady left here to Bangor, according as 
she did direct. Your accompt that you wrote for, con- 
cerning Mr Wakeman, shall come over with Anthonye, 
and so also I hope shall the discharge that you desyred 
from S' Arthur Savage, who hath promised it, but 
will not meddle with any thing concerning St. Mary 
Abbay. I have spoken with Si" James Carroll concerning 
Mr. Wakeman and the money that is due to him, and he 
sayeth, that, for his part of that money, he disbursed 
it at the direction of the Earl of Devonshyre, and of Mr, 
Earth, and Mr. Wakeman, as may appear by their 
letters and other writts which you have in your cus- 
tody, by which you might cans them to allow it if you 
would ; for if he were there with these writts he would 
do it. And he doth also alledge that at the purchase 
of that grant he did disburse the money in great, and 
did receive it again in such small parcells as it cam never 
together to a sum to do him good, and, with all, that you 
kept for your own use the chief and principal parcells 
wherein was most benefit, and that he got those that 
were meanest, or least rate to be had for, and that there- 
fore you should regard him ; so that howsoever it be, we 
can not get him to send over any money, or to relieve 
you of that debt; but you must take the best course 
that you can there for it, and we shall do what we may 
here, and advertise you more fully by the next. So, my 
duetye remembred to yourself and my Lady, with my 
loyal nevoy, praying God to bless and preserve you all, 
I rest your loving brother, to be commandit," 

'^Dublin, iOth May, 1621. John Hamilton. 

« Sara hath sent to Coronary for the lynen cloths and 
yearne that my Lady desyred, and I hope it shal be here 
shortlie." 

"To the Honorable and my very loving brother, Sr 
James Hamilton, Knyght, one of lus Ma*" privie counsell 
in Ireland." 

(This letter is thus endorsed in Sir James Hamilton '» 
handwriting)— " lOth May, 1621. John Hamilton for 
his proceedings upon S* Marie Abay, and the A bay of 
Plarie business in Dublin, after my letters recd by him 
from Antonie t—Also concerning Mr. Wakeman." 

iAccording to Sir William Betham's pedigree of the 
family, her Christian name was Jaue. 

J Of Newcastle, in the Ards, County Down, the ances- 
tor of the present Viscount Bangor, in the peerage of 
Ireland. 
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was a pradent, industrious, and pious man, very useful! in the country, and to my Lord Claneboy ; 
he died of middle age ; had but little satisfaction in his wife, but was very patient towards her ; was 
creditably buried, and with great lamentation, at Hollywood, having left his wife and children a 
very competent estate, as was formerly noticed.'' 

The sixth brother, Patkick, married one * * Glenn, daughter of a gent, of the neighbour- 
hood where he was Minister, viz. , Enderwick, a very frugal wife, but not altogether so prudent as his 
station and disposition required, and he had children by her, James, Alexander, Archd.,and Elizabeth. 
He lived in very good esteem and usefullness in his Ministry, and among the gentry in that whole 
country, and left his family competently provided, and died of middle age, and was buried with 
great regret at the church where he was Minister. 

The things observable of them are, — 1. That they were all men of very good, both natural and 
acquired, parts ; of good persons j tempers religiously disposed ; and of great respect with all that 



t At page 76, anfe, it is stated that WUliam was the re- 
ceiver of Sir James Hamilton's rents. The following 
laconic letter, under the date of 9th July, 1619, addressed 
to his brother William, has been found among the family- 
papers : — 

" William,— I have written lately to you by Patrick 
Shawe, but in good trueth not so much as I thinke. I 
will write no more than that if there be not a greater 
care had, things wlU fall out that you and I both wiUbe 
sory for it, it beinge strange that of about fourteene 
hundreth pounds ster^ and more, all payable before or 
at this May day, besides sundry casualties not accounted, 
I have not hitherto receaved one peny. Mr. Ormsby 
hath called to me eagerly for his money here, and hath 
told me that Harry Corragh is not only like to fall into 
decay, and to be disabled from paying ot any thing, but 
doth also seeke to lay reproches upon me of a bad bar- 
gaine, by reason of your not keeping of condicions. 
What your condicions were by my troth I do not know, 
but they seeme not to be the same to me at Dublin as you 
wrot to me of at Clanchie ; for you wrot to me that the 
barrel! of oats was sold to him for , and I understood 
at Dublin that the same was to be but , I bearing 
the fraight and all chardges ; soe as in effect the same 
came not but to half a crowne the barrell. Get your 
money from him the best you may, for it is like^ other- 
wise you will have ill gettrng it, and then my graine is 
brought to a fair markett. You had don well and wisely 
if at Dublin you had taken his absolut bond for the 
money, with an acknowledgm^ j:hat he had receaved the 
grayne according to the condicions. I have written this 
inclosed to my Lo. Chancellor, albeit, if you had made 
your bargain more wisely, I should not have neede to be 
troubled, I am to pay alsoe some money to Mr. Hogg, 
wch he did expect to be paid here ; he is now at Dublin 
himself; it wil be more easie to pay him there some fortie 
or fiftie pounds, which f do wish to be don ere he com 

away. The rest I leave to my former letters ^Farewell. 

I have warned Mr. Ormsby to expect his money from 
you there, wth some respect for his forbearance, notwith- 



standing web he thinks himself hardly used. 

'• Your brother, " Jamss Hamietone. 

«9 jM^y, 1619. 

** If you find that you cannot be otherwise paid, then 
you may deliver this letter to my Lo*. Chancellor, w^** 
I would not otherwise doe if you can receave satisfaction. 
" To William Hamiltone, Esq." 

The Lord Chancellor referred to was Sir Adam Loftus, 
Knight, afterwards Viscount Loftus, of Ely, who was 
appointed Lord Chancellor of Ireland, by patent dated 
13th May, 1619, but was removed, and Sir Richard 
Bolton, Knight, appointed in his place by writ of Privy 
Seal, dated 6th Dec. 1639, which recites that ** Whereas 
upon a full and deliberate hearing before us and our 
Council of several of the misdemeanours and irregu- 
larities charged against the Viscount Loftus, of Ely, 
our Chancellor of Ireland, he hath been by ourself 
and our said Council declared unfit to hold that place 
any longer ; and as it is more fitting that our justice, 
in a place of so great eminency, should be administered 
to our subjects in that kingdom by a person both of ap- 
proved integrity and judgment, we have resolved to con- 
fer that place of Chancellor upon our right trusty and 
well beloved Counsellor Sir Richard Bolton, now Chief 
Baron of our Court of Exchequer there, of whose integrity, 
abilities, and faithfulness, both in our service and in the 
concerns of the place which he now holds, you have 
given us so good testimony: We therefore direct you to 
pass Patent to him accordingly, &c. And our will and 
pleasure is, that you cause our Great Seal of that our 
Kingdom, formerly sequestered into the hands of certain 
commissioners, to be received from them and delivered 
to the said Richard Bolton, with that ceremony which 
in such cases is usual." — 15 Car. I., Ua pars d., B. ii. 

This Wm, Hamilton was nominated the first Provost 
of the borough of Killileagh, in the charter of incor- 
poration which was granted to it in the 10th year of the 
reign of Jamest 1st, a copy of which will be given in the 
general appendix. 

I According to Sir Wm. Betham's pedigree, her Chris- 
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were acquainted with them. — 2. They abounded in nataral^flfection toward each other and their 
families, and so became very usefull and comfortable in the raising and supporting of one another 
while living, and carefull of their families who were dead ; especially, my Lord Claneboy acted the 
part of a parent to all his nephews and neices whilst he lived, tho' they were much disappointed in 
the expectation he himself had raised in them at or after his death, thro' some accidents partly 
hinted at, and others not to be too scrutinously digged up to posterity. 

3. My Lord had great credit, comfort, and strength, by his nephews, in the war that broke out 
n 1641, "" whilst they proved very industrious, and remarkably courageous in that war, which, became 



tian name was Elizabeth, 

m" This rebellion broke out on the 23d of October, 
1641, and in November the Lords Justices sent commis- 
sioners to the Lords Viscounts Claneboye and of the 
Ardes, for raising Scots in the northern parts, and 
putting them into arms." — Sir John Temple's History of 
the Irish Rebellion^ p. 53. " The Lords Justices sent com- 
missions by sea to Ulster, the communication by land 
being interrupted by the rebels, empowering Captain 
Arthur Chichester and Sir Arthur Tyringham to take 
the command of all the forces in the county of Antrim, 
and urging the Lords Chichester, Claneboy, and Ards, 
with several knights and gentlemen, to use their best 
eflfbrts tor the suppression of the rebellion. — 1, Carter 187. 
These despatches were followed by others from the 
King at Edinburgh, received on the 7th of Nov., assur- 
ing the Northern Protestants of speedy and eflSlcient 
support. Shortly after, he forwarded commissions, 
dated the 16th of the same month, to the Lord of Ards, 
and Sir James Montgomery,, in the county of Down, 
authorising each of them to raise a regiment of 1,000 
foot and a troop of horse. These forces, however, were 
in great want of arms. The Lords Justices had sent 
400 muskets, with a due proportion of ammunition, to the 
Lords Claneboy and Ards {Sir John Tempky 91 ;) but 
this supply was insuflScient, as Lord Claneboy soon after 
sent to Scotland to purchase an additional quantity of 
arms. This application was made January 21, 1642, 
by Richard Tweedie, servitor to the Lord Claneboy," 

—MSS. Oen. Reg, House, Ednb The following curious 

particulars, respecting Belfast and its vicinity, during 
this rebellion, are extracted from an extremely rare 
tract, entitled *A true Relation of several Acts, Passages, 
done, undertaken^ ^c, by Captain Robert Lawscm, now one 
of the Sheriffs of the City and County of Londonderry y upon 
and since the Hrst beginning of the great and general Rebels 
lion in Ireland^ ^c, Frinted at London, 1643. * About the 
16th of October, 1641, before any notice of an insurrec- 
tion, having occasion to take a journey from London- 
derry to Dublin, and to travel by way of Belfast, to the 
iron works, within two miles thereof, wherein he had 
some stock and interest, betook his journey from thence 
to go to Dublin, upon the 2l8t of October following ; 
but, on arriving at Newry, and receiving information 
that the rebellion had broken out, he returned to Killi- 
le^h to the Lcrd Hamilton's, and came in the night by 
Comber, through the Lord of Ardes's country, about by 
little Belfast, and came to great Belfast, and up to the 



iron-works, near thereunto, about three of the clock in 
the morning, where his wife was then resident; and 
having sent several messengers before to enquire after 
him, they were taken and robbed. But Captain Lawson 
not having rested there above two hours, arose, calling 
two horsemen with him; and, in the morning, being 
Monday, went down back again to great Belfast, where 
they found most of the inhabitants fled and flying, and 
carrying away their goods to Carrickfergus, and the old 
Lord Chichester shipped aboard in a ship. So Captain 
Lawson went throughout the town, and blamed them for 
offering to leave the town, and intreated for some arms, 
either by buying or lending, but could not prevail. At 
last he found at Master Lesqulre's house seven musketa 
and eight balberts ready in the street to be shipped to 
Carrickfergus ; which arms he took, and bought a drum, 
and beating the same through the town raised about 
twenty men who came with him again up to the iron- 
works, having Mr. Forbus and some number with him 
joined with Captain Lawson, where, also, he gathered 
in all about 160 horse and foot, who, about two of the 
clock, upon the same Monday in the afternoon, being 
the 26th of October, the second day after the rebellion, 
marched into Lisnagarvi, and there entered the town 
about four of the clock the same day ; all the people with 
the troop there engarisoned, having left the town to the 
enemy's mercy the Sunday before, and they quartered 
all that night in the house the Bishop of Down lived in, 
and jut many candles in the market-house, and sentries 
out in every quarter of the town, making show of six or 
seven lighted matches for every piece to astonish the 
enemy who came to the sentries that night, intending to 
have burned the town ; but our show and carriage was 
more than our force, the enemy being strong and many 
in number, by which means they were affrighted and 
beat off that night ; and the next morning, being Tues- 
day, the enemy appeared above the town's end, and 
drove before them about 400 cows ; whereupon, Captain 
Lawson, with 45 horse, issued forth, leaving the rest to 
guard the town, and it pleased God, by their good labour 
and industry, they took the prey of cows and some 
prisoners, and killing others of the enemy; and got 
seventeen of their mantles. After sending the prey into 
the town, they adventured three miles farther, and 
brought in before nightas many more cows, and kept them 
within the bawn wall of the bishop's house, and all the 
next night secured the town also. Sir Conn Magennis 
threatening and sending word he would burn the town 
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Tery advantageous to his state and credit, having not only the common enemy, but also eome en- 
croaching and invidious neighbours to do with." 

that jnight. But it pleased Grod they were prevented 
and beaten off, and the town kept in safety; and 
often issued forth amongst the enemy, to prevent 
their gathering to a great head, until at length 
upon the next day, being Wednesday, the troop 
and townsmen came in ^ain to the town; hearing 
and understanding what service Captain Lawson and 
his small company of men had done there, in secur- 
ing the same, the preservation whereof, under God, was 
a means of the safety not only of Lisnagarvi and Belfast, 
but of most of those parts thereabout, being the first 
that opposed the enemy in those parts. At night, carae 
the Lord of Ard's forces, and the Lord Hamilton, Sir 
Arthur Tiringham, Captain Chichester, Sir Thomas 
Lucas, and Sir James Montgomery, and Mr. Arthur 
Hill, with their forces, who gave Captain Lawson and 
his men great thanks for their good care and service in 
the town, and offered him a commission, which he was 
very unwilling to accept of, in regard of his calling, be- 
ing a merchant, but whioh he at length accepted. So 
there being come up to Lisnagarvi about 1,500 horse and 
foot, himself, his men, and company, had their order by 
their commission, and quarters about the iron-works, in 
the barony of Belfast, and then left with the army about 
4C0 cows, aud only brought with him from thence about 
*>0 cows for his own company." 
" James R. 
n" Right trusty and well-beloved, We greet you well. 
Whereas by Letters heretofore written by the Lord of 
our Council in England, bearing date in July 1614, di- 
rected to you, our Deputy and Council of our Kingdom 
of Ireland, the effect whereof was : — That whereas our 
trusty and well-b^oved Sir James Hamilton, and divers 
others, received customes in sundry places of our 
Kingdom of Ireland, to our great losse and prejudice, but 
by what right did not appear. Therefore, it was our 
pleasure that their rights should be questioned, and those 
that were defective should be taken by a legal course, 
and others that were good should be compounded for to 
be surrendered into our hands, and the customs to be 
entirely settled in the hands of the late farmers or their 

assigns. According to which direction the Lord of Bel- 
fast, then Lord Deputy, and the rest of our Counsell, 
treated and compounded with the said Sir James Hamil- 
ton for the customes of the Claneboyes. Now, foras- 
much as We are informed that the Countess of Kildare, 

and Captain Langford, in Carrickfergus, and other 

places doe continue the said customes, and draive great 

trade thither by permitting the merchants to export and 

import their goods at a lower value than is menconed 

in the Book of Rates, which in time will much impair 

our revenues of the said customes. Wherefore, our 

pleasure is, that you, our Deputy and Coimcill, with all 

convenient speed, doe call them or their assigns before 

you, and all others that claime any custome or poundage, 

to shew by what graunt or other right they doe it ; and 

if their grant or right prove defective, to seize them into 

our hands, or otherwise to compound for them if 

their interests be good, to the end that the customs and 



poundage may be entirely settled in our farmers' hands. 
And, whereas, also, we have received information by 
you our Deputy, that for want of cranes and wharfes, 
whereby the merchants may land and load their goods 
in some convenient places, there is great abuse to us and 
our farmers. For preventing whereof our pleasure is 
that you our Deputy doe appoint commrs to take view 
of such places in every part of Ireland as shall be thought 
fit for that purpose ; and, after the places soe chosen, 
to treat and compound with the owners thereof, upon 
such reasonable prices as they shall think fit, and if any 
shall refuse, either by unreasonable demands, or for 
any colourable cause, that you our Deputy and Councill 
call them before you. and signifie our pleasure herein ; 
and, if thereupon they shall continue obstinate, then our 
further pleasure is that you take such course by acts of 
state or otherwise, as to you shall seem good, to settle 
the same, giving reasonable satisfaction to such parties 
for their land, and the rent to be allowed or other com- 
posicion out of our part of the rent of £6,000 per an. 
which shall accrue to us ; out of which overplus we are 
likewise pleased that allowance shall be given tor making 
of such wharfs for our service as shall be thought fit, 
and that after the said cranes and places for wharfs are 
compounded for and settled as aforesaid, you cause 
publique proclamation to be made, and prohibitte all 
persons to land or load any merchandize in an^ other 
places but there, and that to be between sun rismg and 
sun setting, and in presence of our officers and farmers' 
wayters, or some of them, upon pain of the forfeiture of 
the goods, as it is used in our Kingdom of England. 
Given under our Signet, at our Palace of Westminster, the 
29th day of July, in the 17th year of our Reign of Eng- 
land, France, and Ireland, and of Scotland the 60th. 

" To our Right trusty and well- beloved Sir Oliver St- 
John, Knight, our Deputy of our Realm of Ireland."— 
Brit. Mus. MSS., vol. 4756— p. 140. 

Charles R. 
Right trustie and welbeloved Counsellor we greet you. 
Being informed by or right trustie and welbeloved cousin 
and counsellor, the Earl of Nithisdale,* of the care and 
diligence taken by you in all things that might tend to 
the advancement of our service, and how careful you 
have been to apprehend and send bake againe some no- 
torious malefactors who having committed some hay- 
nous crimes in Scotland, had fled from thence to Ireland, 
thereby preventing the due course of Justice fitt to be 
executed upon all such malefactors ; We doe render you 
heartie thankes for the same, and doe hereby will and 
requyre you, that upon advertisement from or Counsell 
or Comissioners of the Midelshyres, called the Borders, 
you cause searche and apprehend any such persons 
aforesaid as shall happen to be within yo^ bounds or 

♦Robert Maxwell, created in 1620, Earl of Nithis- 
dale, was celebrated by a brave defence of Carlaverock 
gainst the Parlimentariaiyf, in 1641. — Burke's Extinct 
Pe&rage,p. 766. 
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elsewhere, as you shall thinke fit ; and that you cause To or right trusty and welbeloved Counsellor the Lord 

send them bake again — whiche wee will take as accept- Viscount Claueboye. 

able service. And foryo' soe doeing these prt» shall be (Endorsed in Lord Claneboy's writing.) 

your sufficient warrant. Soe wee bid you farewell from « 20 April, 1630. his Mat. Letr to me " 

o"- Court att Whythall, the twentie day of Apryle, 1630. 

The foregoing King's letters it has been thought right to give here at length, as throwing some 
additional light on the personal history of the 1st Lord Claneboy, which has been heretofore so little 
known. In addition to what is stated in the MSS. and in the foregoing notes, Lodge mentions that 
after King James was settled on the English throne, he made him his sergeant-at-law, but his name 
does not appear in the list of Irish sergeants given in the Liber Munerum Publicorum Hibernia ; 
however, it is possible that he may have been made a Serjeant in England, especially as he is named 
1st in the Liber Munerum as one of the Commissioners of the court of Wards and Liveries, with Sir 
John Davies, Attorney General, and others, in the years 1613 and 1615. Lodge also states that he 
was appointed, by letters dated at Rufford, 8th August, 1619, one of the commissioners for the plan- 
tation of Longford and the territory of Ely 'Carrol ; and he mentions an important fact respecting 
him, which is not alluded to in the MSS., viz., that in 1613 he served in parliament for the county 
of Down. The leading part which he took in the Irish House of Commons in that parliament, and 
the contest for the county, and the petition against his return will be found referred to at length in the 
appendix to this chapter. That he continued an active member of the Irish Privy Council till his 
death, appears from many orders in council to which his name is attached, but the Editor thinks it 
sufficient to extract the following one which is given in Gilbert^ s History of Dublin^ p. 119 : — 

" Upon the humble petition of the Dean and Chapter of the Cathedral Church of the Holy Trinity, in Dublin, for 
the redresse of sundry abuses nearly concerning this church, and the divine oflSce thus celebrated, it is this day 
ordered by the Lord Deputy and Councill :— -First, that noe cellar or vault under the said church, nor any house ad- 
joining or contiguous to the said church or any part thereof, shall be emploid as a taverne, tippling house, or tobaccoe 
shop, for the retayling of wine, ale, beer, or tobaccoe, after the feast of the Nativity of our Blessed Saviour next en- 
suing. 2dly. The most reverend Fathers in Gbd, the Lords Archbishops of Armagh, Dublin, and Tuam, or two of 
them, are desired to view all such houses and buildings as have been erected vrithin the memory of man against the 
walls of the said church, which doe either stopp up the light, disgrace and darken the same, endanger the fabrique, 
or any way annoy the said church ; as likewise all incroachments upon the said church and church-yard, within 
memory as aforesaid ; and upon their certificate aU such new erections and encroachments are, by order of thi« 
Boarde, to be removed. 

3dly. That noe person of whatsoever degree, presume to putt on their hatts during the time of divine service, that 
is, prayers, hymns, lessons, until the preacher have read his text ; nor any under the degree of esquire, bachelor of 
divinity, dignitary or prebend of some cathedral church, in the time of sermon ; nor any other person whatsoever, 
standing in the isles, or middle alley of the said quire ; and likewise that every one in his departing out of the said 
church be uncovered whilst he is in the quire, 

4thly. That the Dean, Dignitaries, and Prebendaries of the said church doe keep their proper seats, unless upon 
urgent cause, and weare surplices and hoods, according to their several degrees, in the time of divine service and 
sermon : that the vicars and choristers come not thither without their surplices ; nor any graduate preach there 
without a hood answerable to his degree. 

5thly. That none— except the Lord Deputy for tie time being shall think it convenient for himself or his lady— 
shall be permitted to use any curtaines before their seats in the said church. 
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6thly. That no person presume to make urine against the walls of said church ; nor to walk or talk in the isles or 
body of the said church during the time of divine service or sermon ; and that the pursuivants shall take into their 
custody the persons of any delinquents against these orders, upon notice from the officers of the said church, to make 
answer for their contempt at this Boajde. 

And lastly, that these orders he fixed upon the doors of the said church, lor' every one to take notice of them. 

Given at his Majestie's Castle of Dublin, 28th November, 1633.— Ja. Armacanus.—Claneboy— law Esmond — 
Cha. Coote.— K, Corke.— T. Dillon.— W. St. Leger.— Ant. Midensis." 



APPENDIX TO CHAPTER 3. 



[Copy of Sir James Hamilton's Will, referred to at page 140 ante^ note c] 

16 December, 1616.— In the name of the Lord Jesus, I, S^ James Hamiltone, of Bangor, in the Countie of Down, in 
Ireland, Knight, being of perfect memorie at the making hereof, doe commit my soul to the Lord Jesus, the Re- 
deemer thereof, and my body (if it can be convenientlie don) to be buried in the new-built chapell at the church of 
Bangor, aforesaid. 

Impnntis—l do appoint my wif Jean Hamilton, alias Phillips, and my faithful! friends, theRight Noble Lord James 
the now Erie of Abercorn, and Sr. James FuUerton, Knight, to be my executor's of this my last will and testament. 

/<5ew».— I doe leave and give the breeding and keeping of my son, James Hamilton, unto his mother, the said Jean, 
during the tyme of his tender aige, and so long as he shall not be fitt to be sent abroad to schooling. But so soon 
as convenientlie, and without danger of his health, he may be sent abroad, I do appoint him to be disposed of to his 
learning and breeding, in such sort, place, and fashion as the said Jean, the said Erie, and the said Sir James Puller- 
ton, or the survivor of them, shall think fitt, with a speciall regard that he be under the tuition and goverance of a 
dyscreet, learned, and honest man, during the time of his schooling: and that he be bred to all pietie and virtue, 
and be chieflie in the keeping of the said Jean, so long as he shall remain unmarried. But with this provysion that 
if the said Jean shall marie, and that the said Erie and the said Sir James Fullerton shall fjnd that husband whom 
she shall have married not to be carefull of the childe's breeding, as aforesaid, or to use him wrongfullie, or to take 
any disposing or interest in him without their direction or advyse first had, or the direction or advyse of the sur- 
vivor of them, and of the mother, or that ther be cause of fear that he will seduse or drawe the childe to any hurt 
of his estate, or to any unfitting match, or to any match at all, without the assent or privitie of the said ErI, or 
the said S"- James, or the survivor of them, then it is my pleasure that the said Erie and the said Sr. James, or 
the survivor of them, shall take the child, my said sone James Hamilton, and dispose of hun for his learning Ind 
breeding, as they or the survivor of them shaU fynd best for the child's good.— And the Lord that hath been ever 
my God, be the like Grod to him and his. 

And whereas I have made a feoffment of my lands in the Countie of Down, in trust to sundrie persons to the use 
of me my heirs and assigns, dissoluble at my pleasure, upon the payment of twelve pence stg., to any person what- 
soever, to the use of the said feoffes, as by the said feoffment, inrolled in the Chancery of Ireland, may appear, 
which feoffment is chiefly to this entent, that I might be enabled to pay my debts, and that my yearly profitts 
and rents of my lands in money and provisions of corn, beeves, muttons, and such lyk, ar at the lowest rate now, 
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in certan about Two thousand pounds stg. a year, besydes all casualties of mills, fyneg, forfltures, amerciatnents» 
herriots, releeves, and besydes many of my lands which are not yetlett, and besydes other lands which are lett fbr 
very few yeares, and which comeinginto my hands may be lett for far greater rates, with the benefitfc also of the 
tenant ; and besydes all my demesnes at Bangor, and Killeleagh, and Rlnghadie ; and besydes the lands now got 
from Con, and to be had from S^. Hugh Montgomery. I do therefore appoint, that the rentall books, which I have, 
be viewed, and that my brother, William Hamiltone, and my officers, or such others as my executors shall fynd best 
able, give up a rental book of my rents as now they ar (for that they are encreased since the making of the rentall 
book which I had for this year, 1616, and do daylie increase) to my said Executors ; and that they, my Executors, 
with my said rents and profitts, deducting and allowing to my wif and child fouer hundreth pounds yearly for ther 
mantenance, dureing the tyme that the debts ar a paying, (together with the houses, demesnes, and stock of Bangor, 
Ringhadie, and Killeleagh) do pay all my debts, of which I have, so neir as I can remember, left herewith a doqaet 
or catalog, and if they shall fynd any other justlie due, that they be ly wkse honestly paid, and every man trulie 
satisfied and conscionable. And my debts being payed, I doe give to the said Erie and S^. James, equally between 
them, one thousand pounds of the two years rent which shall next ensue after the payment of my said debts. 
And if the said Erie and the said S"* James shall think fitt to take up so much money b& to pay the most urgent of 
my debts, and such as they see greatest need of; that money so taken up by them may rest unsatisfied for the 
principall, until the other debts be payed out of the yearly growing rents, aad that then that money be also payed 
and satisfied to them of whom the said Erie or the said S"" James have so taken it up, together with the consideration, 
if any have not been payed, or omitted to be payed, in any of the yeares from the taking up of it. Then my debts being 
so payed, I do give to the said Erie and Sr James JPullerton, equally between them, besydes the above mentioned 
£1,000, fouer hundreth pounds more, making to every of them seven hundreth pounds in all, in respect of my love 
to them and of their chardge and paines for payment of my debts and preservation of mye state to my child, and 
furtherance, and help, and oversight, of my wife and child. And this fourteen .hundreth pounds to be taken so 
much as can conveniently (allowance being made to my wif and child of fouer hundredth pounds as aforesaid 
yearly) be had out of the first two or three yeares rent that shall next ensue after the payment of my debts, and, 
what sball remaine unsatisfied in;these two or three years, to be taken out of the next year thereafter. And for all 
the remaine of the rents and profitts that shall grow due over and above the satisfaction of such debts and sumes of 
money and as shall come and arise out of my lands and other things yearlie, I leave and appoint it to be disposed 
in this forme until my said sone, James Hamiltone, the sone of Jean Philips aforesaid, be of twenty yeares of age, 
if it please God that he live so long. That my wife Jean Hamiltone* alia^ Philips, have yearlie, fouer hundreth 
pounds stg., during her natural liff ; and, so long as she shall remane unmarried, that she shall have the use and 
keeping of all my houses, and of the demeanes of them, viz., of Bangor, Ringhadie, and of Killeleagh, and also the 
taking up and receaving of all the rents, profitts, and casualties of my lands and other things ; but, so as every 
yeare once it be made apparent to my other two executors, or to two of my brothers, how much it is that she hath 
taken up over and above the said fouer hundreth pounds ; and that the same be made apparent to my other two 
Executors, or to two of my brothers, Archibald, John, and William Hamiltones, and that the same be disposed a 
convenient part to the maintenance and breeding of my said sone. And if it please God that my said wyf be now 
conceaved with any other child or children, one third part yearly thereof during the said tyme, until my said sone 
be of twentie years of age, as aforesaid, (from the tyme of the payment of my debts and of the sumes of money de- 
vised by me hereby, to the Erie of Abercorn and S^ James Fullerton) to be put apart of the said whole profitts and 
rents for the said child that she shall be conceaved with, or for more children if she shall fall out to be conceaved 
with more, untill the sum of two thousand pounds sterling a peice be made up for every of them, and put upon 
good assurance for their behoof, or three thousand pounds if there be but one child which she shall be conceaved 
with. The same to be paid to them, and every of them, being sones, when they shall be sixteen years of age, or put to 
their best behoof, by the advise of their mother and of my executors, or brothers aforesaid ; and, being a daughter 
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or daughters, to be payed as aforesaid, £2,000 to every daughter, or £3,000 if there be but one daughter, to be payed 
to them respectivelie within ten days next alter their marriage, to any such man as by the advise and consent of 
their mother, and ot my executors or said brothers, or any one of them, with the mother, if there be so many alive, 
they shall marry unto, not being of the children or posteritie of Sir Hugh Montgomery, of Newton, knight. And 
if they shall mary with any of the posteritie of Sir Hugh Montgomery, or without the consent and good liking of 
their mother, then I do appoint their portions to revert to their brother, my son, or my next heir, and they to re- 
ceave such portion as he shall think meet. And I do desyre my wif, as also my said sone, or sones and daughters, 
if my wif fall out to be now with child of any sone or daughter, that, upon my blessing, they, nor none of them, 
match nor marie not with any sone nor daughter of the house or posteritie of Sir Hugh Montgomerie, now of New- 
ton, knight.* And for the remaine of the revenues or profitts of my leving, which shall be over and above my wifes' 



* In the foregoing MSS., at page 139, it is stated that " he 
had several tedious and chargeable law-suits with his 
neighbour, my Lord of Arde, about * of land and 
other trifles, wherein pride and incendiaries occasion 
great expense of money and peace, "which might in some 
measure have accounted for the hitter feeling here ex- 
pressed towards Sir Hugh Montgomery ; but as the par- 
ticulars of these differences and of their subsequent re- 
conciliation are so minutely given in the Montgomery 
MSS., the entire passage is here extracted :— 

*' I begin again with Sir Hugh Montgomery and Con 
O'Neiirs further dealings together. The last I men- 
tioned was Con's conveyance to Sir Hugh, dated 22d 
August, 4 Jacobi, of the wood growiug on the four town- 
lands. I find also that, in pursuance of articles of the 
24th December, 3d Jacobi, and of a former treat and 
covenant, and Sir Hugh's part to be performed, men- 
tioned in Con's deed of feofment, dated the 14th May, 
3d Jacobi, (for Con made then such a deed poll, which 
was accepted, because of mutual confidence between 
them). I say, pursuant to the premises. Sir Hugh made 
a deed of feofment, dated 15th May, 1610, purporting a 
gift in taile to Con and his heirs male of all his own 
lands, excepting ten towns. And the same day Con re- 
leases to Sir Hugh all the articles and covenants he had 
on Sir Hugh; and releases also thereby, the said ex- 
cepted ten towns, and this done in consideration of £35 
paid in hand, and of £1000 sterling, (formerly given, at 
several times, to ye said Con) and now remitted by the 
said Sir Hugh. And so here I leave ofl' to write of Con, but 
will relate some troubles which came upon Sir Hugh, but 
not so grievous as those which were occasioned by 
that killing dart. Sir James FuUerton, when he pro- 
cured the letters to y^ Lord Deputy, with that clause, 
that jre patent for Con's estate should pass in James 
Hamilton's name alone ; but Sir Hugh's courage and 
conduct (at long run) cured in part that great hurt. 
The first succeeding troubles and costly toils which I 
read of after this last spoken of transaction with Con, 
which Sir Hugh met with, sprang from the petitions and 
claims of Sir Thomas Smith, against him and Sir James 
Hamilton ; they began in April, 1610, and the 6th April, 
IBllj Sir Thomas gets an order of reference to the Com- 
missioners for Irish affairs (of whom Sir James Hamilton 
was one) to make report of his case (for he claimed by 
grant from Queen Elizabeth,) and the Commissioners 
judged it fitt to be left to law in Ireland. What he did 
pursuant to his report I know not, but on the 80th Sep. 
1612, inquisition is taken, whereby Sir Thos. his title is 



found void and null, for breach and non-performance of 
articles and covenants to the Queen.— See Grand Office, 
folios 10 and 11. But it seems this was not all the trouble 
put upon Sir Hugh ; for I find (folio 60 of Grand Office) 
he gave unto the Lord Deputy, St. John, the King's 
letter, dated 20th July, 14th Regis, inhibiting any lands 
to be passed to any person whatsoever away from Sir 
Hugh Montgomery, to which he had claim by deed from 
James Hamilton or Con, and this caveat with a list of 
the lands he entered in the Secretary's office in Dublin. 
Between this and the year 1618, divers debates, con- 
troversys and suits, were moved by Sir Hugh against Sir 
James Hamilton, which were seemingly taken away by 
an award made by the Eight Honourable James Hamil- 
ton, Earle of Abercorn, to which both partys stood ; in 
conformity to which award, and the King't letter relating 
thereunto, at least to the chief parts thereof, Sir James 
Hamilton conveys several lands to Sir Hugh Montgo- 
mery, and both of them in the deed are stiled Privy 
Counsellor; which deed bears date 23d May, 1618, 
George Medensis, and William Alexander, &c., subscrib- 
ing witnesses. I presume this might be done at London, 
for much about this time Sir Hugh and his Lady lived 
there, and made up the match between their eldest son 
and Jean, the eldest daughter of Sir William Alexander. 
Secretary for Scotland, whom I take to be one of the 
the witnesses in that great concern, by reason, the match 
aforesaid was about this time or some months afterwards 
completed. The produce of this marriage, which lived to 
come to age, was two sons and a daughter, Tifhich only sur- 
vived that comely pair. The eldest left behind him two 
sons, now alive. One of which hath also two males living 
and life like. And of the 1st Viscount's second and third 
sons, there are in good health two old Gentlemen, past 
their grand climaoterick ; and the eldest of them hath 
his son married above 11 years ago ; of whose loins there 
are three male children unsnatched away by death, and 
he may have more very probably. The other old Gentle- 
man is father to two proper young Gentlemen, one 
lately married, and the other able to ly at that 
weddfing-lock above four years past. Yet, for all our 
expectations, I neither can (nor will) divine how long 
these three families may last, seeing that neither 
the said Earle of Abercorn, nor heirs of his body 
(that X can learn) hath any children, only his brother's 
(^the Lord of Strabane) offspring enjoy the title, either 
from his said father, or by a new creation of one of the two 
late Kings, the Stewards ; and seeing, likewise, the 1st 
Viscount Claneboy left but one son, who left two, who 
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said portione during her widowhood, and the maintenance of my sone, and such portion as is now set downe for my 



are both dead, ijvithout leaving any issue behind them, 
the more is the pity, for many reasons too wel] knoivn, 
as by the records in Dublin doth appear. This consi- 
deration, on the duration of families, is to prevent 
over-much care to raise posterity to grandeur. The 
said Sir Hugh had (no doubt) further troubles be- 
tween the said year 1618 and 1623, because, at his 
chief instance and request, and for his greater secu- 
rity, the King granted a commission and order, directed 
unto Henry Lord Viscount Faulkland, Lord Deputy of 
Ireland, for holding an inquisition concerning the lands, 
spiritual and temporal, therein mentioned, which began to 
be held before Sir John Blennerhassett, Lord Chief 
Baron, at Downpatrick, the 13th October, 1623. This 
inquest is often cited, and is commonly called the 
Grand Office. Again, Sir Hugh (that he might be the 
more complete by sufferings) is assaulted by Sir Wm. 
Smith, who^ strove to hinder the passing of the King's 
patent to him ; on notice whereoL Sir Hugh writes a 
large well penned letter (which t have) with instruc- 
tions to his son James how to manage that affair This 
is dated 23d February, 1623, about four months after the 
Grand Office was found. I have the original every word 
written by himself. I should greatly admire at the ex- 
actness thereof, both in point of fact and law, but that 
so ingenuous a person and so long bred (by costly ex- 
perience) to the law (as for 20 years before this Sir Hugh 
was used) could not want knowledge to direct his son to 
pass that ford which himself had wridden through. 
But to continue the troublesomeness of Sir Thomas 
Smith. King James died Ao. 1624, and on the llth April, 
1625, the Duke of Buckingham writes to the Judges to 
make report to him, in William Smith's and Sir James 
Hamilton's case, that he might inform the King thereof, 
which they did in the same manner as the Commissioners 
for Irish affairs before had done (in Ao. 1611,) viz: — 
That Smith should be left to the law in Ireland, and 
herein the said James Montgomery was agent, forlhave 
a letter dated from Bangor, 4th November, 1625, to him, 
signed J. Claneboy (who was then possessed of Killileagh) 
advising him to consult Sir James Fullerton, &c., in the 
business against Smith, for James Montgomery was then 
going to Court about it, his father, some months or days 
before that time, being created Lord Viscount, for his 
patent was prior to the said Clanneboys, and so hence- 
forth I must stile him the first Lord Viscount Montgo- 
mery. The 30th April, 1626, Sir William Smith in a 
new petition, complains against the Viscount Montgo- 
mery, and prays orders to stop the letters patent to him 
for any lands ; and obtained warrants of Council, dated 
May and June next following, requiring the said Lord 
Viscount to appear before some English Lords autho- 
rised to report their cases, that both his Lordship and 
Smith might be heard ; which orders were served on 
James Montgomery, as agent to his father; but the said 
agent being then Gentleman Usher of the Privy Cham- 
ber in ordinary to King Charles, Hamilton petitioned 
his Majesty, setting forth that Sir 1 homas and Ht Wm. 
Smith's cases (both in the late King's time and in the 
beginning of his Majesty's reign) were adjudged to be 



left to the law in Ireland ; and that no stop was put to 
the passing the respective patents, in behalf of the Lord 

Chichester, the Lord Claneboyes, or Foulk Conway 

ThereuiDon, A.D. 1626, 2 Car., said Lord Montgomery's 
patent for his lands, conform to Abercorn's award was 
ordered by the King to be passed, under the broad seal 

of Ireland, which bears date Moreover, to the Lord 

Montgomery further trouble arose. For I find there was 
a decree in Chancery, the 1 2th of December, 1626, touch- 
ing underwoods and timber ; whereby the Lord Mont- 
gomery was to have those growing in Slutevils and 
Castlereagh, as should be awarded or recovered from 
Francis Hill, Esq, So the reader may observe, that 
from the date of the tripartite indenture, ulto. April, 3d 
Jac. Ao. 1605, till December, 1633, there arose many 
difficulties between Sir James Hamilton and Sir Hugh 
Montgomery (Viscount, 1623), occasioned by that omi- 
nous and fatal interposition of Sir James Fullerton, 
aforesaid, and chiefly by the clause he procured to be 
insertedin the letter of warrant, dated April 3d, Jac. 
Ano. 1635, whereby Mr. Hamilton was nominated as the 
only person in whose name alone the letters patent for 
Con's estate and the abbey lands in upper Claneboy. and 
the great Ardes, were to be remembered. Yet in all my 
reach of papers and enquiry of knowing more, I cannot 
find or hear what became of Sir James Fullerton, or of 
his posterity, or whether he died childless, there being 
none of that sirnarae (that I can learn) in Scotland, 
above the degree of a gentleman, only I read in Bishop 
XJsshers life, that he lies in St. Erasmus Chapel, where 
that Primate was buried. There also arose difficulties 
(after December, 1633,) between the first and second 
Viscount Montgomerys, plaintiffs, and the Lord Clane- 
boys, defendant, concerning the articles of agreement 
made 17th December, 1633, not being fully perfrrmed to 
the Lord Montgomery (ut dicitvr), which ended not till 
the rebellion in Ireland began, 1641, verifying the Latin 
adage, Inter Arma Silent Leges. So I find that many are 
the troubles of the righteous, but the Lord delyvereth 
them out of them all. All which differences sirceasing 
that lastnamed year, and so were sedated, or buried, or 
forgotten, that they were never stirred up again. I shall 
therefore leave no memory of the Montgomerys' losses 
therein by mentioning them either by word or writing, 
because of the love and kind deference now among us 
all, Montgomerys, and the Hamiltons of that family " 

In addition to this, at p. 109, the Lord Claneboy is 
named as being in the procession, at the funeral of the 
3st Viscount Montgomery, J 636; and, from the follow- 
ing passage at p. 113, it appears that he was one of the 
chief mourners : — " Then waljced the Viscount Clane- 
boy and the Earl of Eglinton together ; the Lord Alex- 
ander, and the Lord Montgomery together : John 
M^Dowal, of Gartland, and the Baron of Howth's son ; 
St Lawrence, Esq., and Sir William Stewart, Knight 
Bart., and Privy Counsellor, in one rank. All these, as 
chief mourners, who were attended by some of their own 
servants, appointed to wait upon them, and be near their 
persons."— j^oK^ MSS. 
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other children, if any I have, or in ease T have no other children but my said son, I do appoint all the said remaine 
to be put by my wif during her widowhood, or my son's nonage, to his best benefitt, and purchase of lands and 
good breeding, by the advyse of my executors, or of ray brothers, or two of them ; and to give to every of my ne- 
phews—I mean to Ga wen's three sons, Archibald, James, and Dick, or Richard, viz., to Archibald, so much as 
with a portion out of my part of the tithes, will mak hira up twentie pounds a year ; and to James, his brother, 
so much more ; and to Richard so long as he is in the Grammar School, ten pounds a year, and during his tyme of 
being in the coUedge twentie marks a year ; also, to William, his son James, £10 a year during his being in the Gram- 
mar School, and during his being in the colledge, twenty marks a year ; and Robin Wallace, £10 a year, until he 
leave and passe his course in the colledge ; and to Patrick, my brother's son, James, £20 a year ; all these last 
sumes to be taken out of my part of the tithes, or out of the two partes of the tithes called the parsonag; and to be 
continued unto them until they shall be provyded of somemeanes of living; and if the tythes shal fall short by any 
casualitie, means, or occasion, then that there some payment be holpen out of ray temporalities, if it can not be had 
out of the tythes. And if my said wif shall marie again, then I do appoint the taking up of all the rents and pro- 
fitts to be by some of ray brothers whom my said wife and executors shall choose during the tyme thereafter, untill 
my sone shall be twenty yeares of aig, to be accountable to my wif and executors for the same, until my sone be of 
aig ; and, from thenceforth, I do appoint to my said wif, during her naturall lifF, fouer hundreth pounds a year, 
yearly. And further, if she shall match with the advyse and good liking of my brothers, or executors, or most 
part of them, I appoint to her during her lif, the choise of Riughadie or Killeleagh house and demesnes. 

llfffyi — fQf. the Tithes or Spiritualities, I appoint that the vicarag or third part be severed off from the parsonag or two 
parts, and that the vicar have the same third part for his maintenance to serve the cure at the severall parishes of Bal- 
lehalbert, Bangor, Holiwood, Dundonnell, and Killeleagh ; and if every of the severall vicars shall not by that vicarag 
have £20 stg. yearlie, besydes ten or twelve acres of gleb land, I do appoint that out of my two partes or par- 
sonag they be severally made up £iO by the year, besydes the said twelve acres of gleb land, to every church or 
vicar; provyded that such of the several vicars as shall not take the said £20 stg., and 12 acres of gleb land in full 
satisfaction of his stipend, surceasing all other claims and demands, then he to be left to take the benefitt of his 
owne third part, and not to have any part of the parsonag nor gleb land which now for their help I do allow out 
of my own leiving to them. And for such profitts as shall be made of my two partes or parsonag, I do appoint the 
schoolmasters to be mantayned as now I have appointed them— one at Ballehalbert, (and at Whitchurch or 
Ennishargie, at the choyee of my wif, a schoolmaster) one at Bangor, one at Holiwood, one at the foord of Belfast, b 

b Although the situation of the ford of Belfast has of Bridge, upwards of three miles south of Belfast, which 

late been the subject of controversy, especially in the was formerly small, but now [1774J consists ot six arches, 

long litigated eijectment, at suit of the Marquis of Done- Yet a communication was maintained here over the 

gal, against Lord Templemore, it la plain, that in the Lagan by a ferry, where this bridge now stands ; which 

year 1616, it was as well known as any of the other ferry probably gave name to the town -Beal signifies a 

places named in the above clause of Sir Jamea Hamil- mouth, and Farshcdy, a ferry, i.e. Belfast, or the mouth 
ton's will. The old bridge of Belfast, commonly called of the ferry." [Harris^ 129.] Dr.Reeves. however, proves 
the "long bridge, "had not then been built, and Harris, in that Harris was inaccurate in this definition: that its 
his History of county Down, says :— ** The foundation of proper meaning was the mouth of the ford ; and that the 
it was laid about the year J 682, and it was not completely word Fearsad is of frequent occurrence in Irish writings, 
finished until the Revolution ; soon after which, in in the sense of the crossing of a river at its mouth, or 
spring 1692, seven of the arches fell in, the bridge hav- near an estuary. He sa^s :— '* The name of Belfast, or 
ing been weakened by Duke Schomberg's drawing his Bealfarst, as it is found m some old documents, is com- 
heavy cannon over it some time before, as well as by a pounded of the two words Bel, a mouth, and Feirste or 
ship driving against it. But it was soon after repaired Feirsde, the plural of FearaaU or Fearsad, which, according 
by a new charge on the two counties, and continued ever to O'Brien and O'Reilly, signifies * a pool of water remain- 
since in tolerable good order, till of late having received ing on the strand at low tide ;' and, in a secondary sense, 
considerable damage from winter storms and floods ; and seems to correspond to the Latin Vadum, and the Saxon 
if proper care be not in time taken, it may probably suffer Ford, Saint George's Church, in Belfast, occupies the 
more. Before it was built, the nearest bridge travellers site of an earlier religious edifice, which is represented 
had to pass from one county to the other was Shaw's in an old map of the town, preserved in the Library of 
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one at Dtmdonell, and one at Killeleagb, and fyve pounds a year to be given to every of them, out of the said Par- 
sonag tithes, besydes such monies as they shall have from the scholers for their teaching ; and for that I give this 
specially for a regard of learning, and of the poorer sort, therefore a regard to be had of them that their stipen* s 
be easie. And for the remaine of all the parsonag tithes, I do appoint as formerlie I have sett down, for the mainte- 
nance of my nephewes, Archibald and James, the sons of Gawen, twentie pounds a peece a year ; to the aforesaid 
Richard, as above is sett downe for him ; and also to James my brother William his soue, as is above sett downe 
for him ; and the lyk to Patrick his sone, as is above sett downe for him ; and to Robin. Wallace, £10 a year for six 
yeares to come ; and something to be given to every of my nephewes and neices at the discretion of my wif, wherein 
I wish some respect to be had of my brother Gawen's second daughter. Now all the rest of the parsonag tithes 
I leave it whoUie, whatsoever may be made of the said parsonag tithes belonging to me, to be employed to goodlie 
and religious uses, for the service of God, manteyning of churches, breeding of scholers and preachers, and for the 
poor and charitable works ; and the lik use to be made of those pensions as they shall fall, which I have hereby 
appointed for my nephewes and others ; and I do appoint my sone and heires to take knowledg hereof, and of a 
wry ting under my hand, concerning the religious imployment of my tithes, wherein the tenent of the land is not to 
be neglected, but used with favour in the payment of them. And for my wif and executors, to the end that this may 
be the better don, I think fitt that for a tyme they appoint certane collectors (wher the vicareges are endowed) of 
my two parts, leaving the Vicar to his third part, and wher the wholl tithes are myne own, as in Bangor, and such 
places, that the collectors do justlie take up all, and the Vicar or Server of the cure being payed, the rest be dis- 
posed of as I have here sett downe. 



Lambeth. Near this was one of the fords by which the 
Lagan was commonly crossed, which, being the lowest 
down on the river, and therefore the most convenient 
for the inhabitants of either side of Belfast Lough, was 
called * par excellence,' the Ford. William de Burgo, 
Earl of Ulster, who was assassinated at this spot, June 
6th, 1333, held, at the time of his death, 'apud le Ford, 
manerium in quo est unum castrum prostratum per 
guerram Johannis de Logan.'— [Inquis. P. M. 7 Ed III,, 
39, Tur. Lond.3 Another ford lay higher up on the 
river, at Stranmillis."— Reeves' Ec. An , p. 7, note q. 
Again, in his description of the parish of Shankhill, Dr. 
Reeves says :— " Belfast is called Beal-Feirste, by the 
Four Masters, at the years 1476, 1489. 1508, 1512, 1637, 
loo2, where it is mentioned in connection with its castle 
Among the English settlers it was called ^e/^mef^, or 
Bealfarst. This name had reference, as has been already 
observed, to th^Jearsat or ford, by which the Lagan was 
usually crossed at this place. The old map of Belfast, 
preserved in the MS. collection of Lambeth Library, as 
well as the plan of the town, constructed about the year 
1660, represent an extensive ford, reaching in the direc- 
tion of the present Corn-Market, and communicating 
with the enclosure of the castle,"— Reeves, p. 183. 
In p. 249 we give a copy of the plan referred to, which was 
originally published in Rapines History of England, but 
has been subsequently copied into the local histories and 
alniana<;ks of the town. Dr O'Donovan, the distinguished 
Irish scholar, has given it as his opinion that "Belfast" 
is derived from two Irish words signifying * mouth of 
the ford ; he says that Fersad means a bank of sea sand 
or gravel washed down by some river and met by the 
tide, forming what is called a * bar;' that he knows of 
several Fersads in Ireland, as Fersad-more. at the mouth 



of the river Swilly, in Donegal; Fersad, on the river 
Sligo near its mouth ; the Fersad on the Ballysodare 
river, in the county Slisfo ; and Fersad Tresu at Rath- 
feran Bay, barony of Tyrawley, county Mayo. All 
these Fersads are natural gravel and sea-sand banks, 
and are still well known to the people and are crossed 
habitually. The country people still use the phrase— 
*' to get the Fersad" meaning to get to the bank at that 
state of the tide which will enable them to cross. The 
Fersad at Belfast was a natural ford, not an artificial 
one, and was opposite the castle, which was evidentiy 
built to command it ; it was always usual to have a 
castle at a ford to command and watch it.*' — The follow- 
ing early notices of the Ford and Castle of Belfast are 
strongly confirmatory of Dr O'Donovan's opinion .-—.In 
the year 667 this ford is thus mentioned in the Annals 
of Ulster as the scene of an encounter between the in- 
habitants of the district on either side :— *' The battle of 
the Ford, between the Ulidians and Picts, where fell 
Catusach, son of Lurgeiu." In 1262 the following entry 
is made on the Pipe Roll of 46 Henry III. of record in 
the Exchequer Office, Dublin :—*' Richard of Exeter ac- 
counts for £254 7s. 6d. tor many debts, &c. ; £30 granted 
by the king's son, Edward, to him for the custody of 
the Castle Cracfergus ; £20 for the custody of the Cas- 
tle of Antrim ; £ for the Castle Del Rath ; £10 which 
Edward, the king's son, granted to him for the custody 
of the Castle of the Ford ; and £10 for the custody of 
Greencastle." " The name appears in the Taxation in 
the Latin form Vadum ; and again, in 1333, as a place 
where the castle of the Earl of Ulster stood, and where 
William de Burgo was assassinated." (Reeves, Ecc. 
Antiq., p. I84.)— " A,D. 1503. The Earlof KiIdare,hav- 
in0'ffonfi^flP,nffland. rfttiimfid triiimnhnnMr-. nnrl hrmnrhf 
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his son with him who had been imprisoned there by the 
King of England ; and the same earl n-arched with a 
forceof the Eajlish and Irish of Leinster into Moy- 
lenuy (in Antrim), and to Carrickfergus, demolished 
the Castlo of Belfast, and appointed the son of Santa- 
lach (probably Sainthill) constable of Carrickfergus." 
(Annals of the Four Masters, translated by Connellan, 
p. 34P.)— '* A.D. 1512, Gerald, Earl of Kildare, Lord 
Justice of Ireland, marched with a force into Trian 
Oongall (in Down and Antrim), took the Castle of Bel- 
last, deinolislied the Castle of Mac Eoin (Mao John) of 
the Glinns (in Antrim) ; plundered the Glinns and a 
great portion of the country, and carried with him, as 
prisoner, the son of Niall, son of Con (ONeiU)." (Ibid, 
p. 370.)— A letter from the Earl of Kildare to Henry 
VIII,, dated in 1523, contains the following passage: — 
*' For the which rescowes I brake a castell of his, called 
Belfast, and burned 24 myle of his countrie, and took 
and burned two other piles that Scotts kept there." 
(State Papers of Henry VIII., vol. 2, p. 100.)— Lord 
Chancellor Cusack thus writes to the Duke of Northum- 
berland on the 8th of May, 1552:— "The same Hughe 
(M^Neile Oge) hath two castles ; one called BealfarsU 
an oulde castle standinge upon afourde that leadeth from 
Arde to Clanneboye, which beiiig well repayred, being 
now broken, would be a good defence betwixt the woods 
and Knockfergus ; the other called Castlerioughe, &c." 
(Harl. MSS., Brit. Mus„ No. 35 folio, 188 v — 194 v.) 
— HoUngshed's Chronicle states, that '* in 1545 the Earl 
of Ormond marched with his soldiers from Carrick- 
fergus to Belfast, which is an arm of the sea about a 
quarter of a mile broad and little less, and there waded 
over on foot.'' — Sir Henry Sidney, writing in 1575. states 
'^the Claudeboy to be utterly disinhabited ;" and adds, 
"at the passage of the water at Belfast, by reason of 
the tide's extraordinary return, our horses swam, and 
the footmen waded very deep." — 

Father Edmund M<=Canaj in his Irish Itinerary, sup- 
posed by Dr. Eeeves to have been written shortly after 
1643, in describing Lower Clandeboy, says : — " The Lake 
of the Calf, or Loch Laodh, in Irish, flows between and 
b mnds either Clandeboy, the head of which, when the 
tide is out, may be crossed on foot by a ford which is 
called Bmll-fearst Beside it formerly stood the castle 
of the lords of these territories, in the navel, as it were, 
and central point of the two regions. Previously to the 
present war, that old castle was repaired by Lord Chi- 
chester, an Englishman, who made it his own residence. 
The town which is built there is no mean one, acces- 
sible to the inhabitants of either district, as well as of 
Scotland. From the ford of which I have just spoken 
it takes the name of Beidl-fertU where the river empties 
itself, which is called the river of the Laggan, or of the 
Valley, yielding a plentiful supply of salmon, and divid- 
ing in its course the two regions of Clandeboy on the 
north and south." [Ulster Journal of Archseology, vol. 
2, pp. 67-8.)— The following interesting note on the 
Ford of Belfast was written (May, 31, 1847), by the 
late Mr. Berwick, author of Htatorical Collections retafive 
to the Town of Belfast : — " As it is styled the ford of Bel- 
fislt it must have been at or very near the town, and 
not a mile or two up the river. In fixing the position of 



it, we must take the river at low waten for it could not 
have been fordable at high-water. The low-water mark 
is, in all probability, the same now as in 1605, or nearly 
the same, and is now marked by the line of quays and 
embankments to the Lagan Bridsje. It has not varied 
in my recollection (say, since 1797) ; the slob, as I ob- 
served before the Queen's Quay was formed, seemed 
much more elevated than 50 years before, but the line of 
the low-water has never appeared to me to vary. On 
account of the depth of water at low-tide, the river 
could not have been fordable opposite the town, or 
nearer, I should think, than the * Gooseberry Corner.' 
A fordable place, however, may have existed at the 
site of the old ' Long Bridge.' It might have been 
shallow there, and * Ann- Street' might seem to have 
been the thoroughfare leading to it. To this objection 
I reply, that if a ford had existed at the end of Ann 
Street, public-houses &c„ must have been built there 
for the convenience of passengers. But, on the contrary, 
even in the Lambeth Map, which was surveyed for be- 
fore the castle was destroyed in 1708, not a- house or 
building of any kind is marked ; and Ann-Street at 
that time seems not to have extended, if I recollect 
well, farther than Forest- Lane, In truth, Ann-Street 
would seem not to have been completed to the Bridge 
until the reign of Queen Ann, for from her it most pro- 
bably takes its name, and so Prince's- Street from her 
husband, the Prince of Denmark, and Marlborough- 
Street from the Duke. The town, therefore, did not 
extend even to the Long Bridge, till Hanover-Quay was 
founded, after 1714. If a ford had existed at the end 
of Ann- Street or Waring-Street, so important a point 
would have been strongly defended by a fort ; but no 
fort exists in any ancient map. By placing the ford at 
the spot now known as the Police-Office, and extending 
across the river to the Gooseberry-Corner, or near it, 
we have the authority of the map (supposed, and very 
probably too, to be) of the date 1660 ; for it has a double 
line indicating a connection between this spot and the 
opposite shore. The river in that map is represented 
at high^water, which then came np to near the East side 
of Joy-Street ; ' the very end of the Lmigh (says a traveller 
in 1635) touching upon Lord Chichester's garden and 
back-side.' [See my Hist. CoL p. 11.] Consequently no 
bank or sea-wall which is represented in the map of 1791 
(and which I well recollect) could then have existed. It 
must have been a much later erection, since the Long 
Bridge was built, and for the purpose of keeping the sea 
from flooding the grounds to the West of it, up to the 
to wn- wall and the back of the gardens. This long bank, 
therefore, is of no material consequence in the present 
question. It may be objected^ that if there was no fort 
to protect the landing-place at the end of Ann-Street, so 
neither do we find any at the point which I have chosen, 
namely, the site of the present Police- Office; but, it is 
easy to show, from a comparison of the present map of 
the town with that of 1660, when its ramparts were per- 
fect, that one of the demi-bastions stood upon, or near, 
the site of the present Theatre, which commanded the 
landing-place of the ford, at or near the Police-Office, 
and the street leading to it from Corn-Market. At this 
demi-bastion the rampart seems to have terminated. 
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The nearest bastion to it was situated at or near Mr. 
McDowell's house in Upper Arthur-Street, which was, 
of course, connected with the other bastion by the cur- 
tain of the rampart, lined with camion. The line of the 
sea-hank, marked in the map of 1791, pointed to that part 
oi the county Down far above the La«an Foundry—too 
remote and improbable a place for a ford ; but the lines 
marking the supposed ford in the map of 1660 point to, 
or near to, the Lagan Foundry, which is a very short 
distance from the Gooseberry Corner, from which pro- 
ceeded the only road to Donaghadee, &c., prior to the 
formation of the ♦ New Road* (as it is sometimes still 
called) passing through Ballymacarrett. This conjec- 
ture is clearly confirmed by the testimony of an ac- 
quaintance of mine, aged about seventy, who frequently 
heard his mother relating the dangers which were ex- 



perienced by her ancestors, in crossing the river at or 
near the Gooseberry Corner, prior to the buildimr of the 
Long Bridge,— the plunging of the horses, &c." 

In reference to the schoolmaster above directed to be 
mauitained at the Ford of Belfast, an old woman named 
Jenny Boyd, who had resided all her life near ♦* Wat- 
son's Corner," in Ballymacarrett, in the year 1848 in- 
formed Mr. Cranston, Lord Templemore's agent, that 
she recollected a \ery old school-house, situated a 
little above Watson's Corner, on the old paved road 
which was kept by a man called Hand ; that there were 
large stones outside the school-house on which the chil- 
dren used to sit ; and that the school-house was taken 
down upwards of 50 years ago, when a Mr. Telfair aot a 
lease of the ground on which it was built. 
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